
In the beginning...

The Ark Learning Center continues to flourish today, with what began as the fulfillment of a dream, to offer the 
community the choice of quality, early childhood education, and care. Janet Ellis opened The Ark as a licensed 

nursery, preschool, and school-aged program in March of 1998. 

After 20 years of providing quality care to our community, Janet passed the 
baton to her daughter, Danielle, in 2019. Danielle watched The Ark grow and, 

over the years, has worked every position at The Ark. She has a Master’s degree 
in Business Administration and is a Doctoral Candidate in Educational Leader-
ship. Her vision is to continue to provide the same quality care while improving 
the systems and procedures through staff training and mentoring. We have 
grown from one child enrolled on opening day to our current enrollment of over 
200 children in three locations (Til-
ton, Hooksett, and Londonderry). 
And we are still growing!

Fulfilling a promise
Dedicated to protecting the health of those under their roof, the Ark 
Center determined that they would honor their promise to ‘maintain a 
clean and safe environment where parents can have confidence in the 
quality of nurture and care their child receives each day.’ Even as the 
pandemic remains a menace, they continue to look for ways to pre-
vent the spread of germs, pollution, and contaminants. This commit-
ment led them to research new products that would aid in their stated 
mission. Their search started by reviewing products that could safely 
kill 99.99% of contamination, not only on surfaces but everywhere 
viruses and bacteria hide in a daycare setting, like books, clothes, pil-
lows, blankets, and toys. To this end they purchased a Zono machine 
that uses ozone to safely eradicate common viruses and bacteria 
on everyday objects within the school. Following this purchase they 
reasoned that not only surface disinfection was needed, but as it 
is common knowledge that viruses and contaminates are airborne, 
they needed to address their air as well. IHS, LLC recommended they 
research the HALO air filtration system by Erlab.
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HALO Case Story

The Ark Learning Center

Being a mom I understood that putting 
my child in childcare was going to 

expose them to a lot of illnesses, I was not 
prepared for a global pandemic. Especially 
one that is transmitted in the air. When the 
school installed the HALOs I was skeptical. 
However once they were up and running 
there was a noticeable difference in the 
air quality in the center. I have allergies 
from things that travel in the air and I can 
breathe better when I walk into the school 
and if it works on me in the few minutes I 
spend picking and dropping my child off, 
it definitely makes me happy to have my 
child in that environment daily. I breathe 
better knowing that my child’s health is 
protected from not just surface based ex-
posure but air based exposure to illnesses 
like Covid 19.”          -Heather V.
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Challenges with older buildings and  
young children

As some of the Ark Centers are located in older build-
ings, the owner was appreciative that each unit was 

independent and not tied into any existing infrastructure 
or HVAC system. Going beyond expectations, the Erlab 
air filtration expert visited the different schools to deter-
mine the most effective placement where HALOs could be 
installed. They also made recommendations for improving 
the effectiveness of the schools current HVAC system and 
explained how dirty, inefficient filters in their current sys-
tem should be addressed to enhance the total, overall clean air benefits provided by the HALOs. The school shared 
that many other air filtration manufacturers were discounted due to their need for intense maintenance as well as 
their placement within a structure. Floor based models were not considered due to the difficulty of keeping young, 
curious hands from exploring them - leading to potential accidental shutoffs and posing a danger to the children.

Meeting Expectations
The owner of the Ark Learning Center, Danielle Higuera, commented that “We 
hoped that the HALO air filtration systems would help minimize the amount of 
illness in our buildings, reduce air pollution/contamination, and provide a cleaner 
environment.” Erlab tested the air quality pre-installation and one week after 
installation (see data reports page 3). Danielle was on-site and reviewed the 
‘one week after’ air quality testing in real-time with our air filtration experts and 
she was estactic: “The HALO systems have completely blown us away in their 
effectiveness. The delivery and installation were flawless and parents and teach-
ers could tell an immediate difference in air quality.”

When a client expresses that ‘If and when we expand to future locations, HALO 
installations will be a must-have,’ we are gratified that the many years spent in 
perfecting our air filtration products have culminated in moments like these -  
enhancing and protecting the lives and livelihoods of our community.

Feedback from our customer’s community
Erlab could speak to the proficiency and success of our HALO air filtration 
system as well as the fact that we are setting the standard for IAQ (Indoor Air 
Quality) nationally and beyond, but we would prefer to let the testimonials from 
the Ark parents and teachers speak for us:

“As a parent of a preschooler, I love that The Ark is putting such focus on keep-
ing our kids safe and healthy.” 

“Everyone warns you that the first year in childcare, your kid will get sick a lot. I’m so happy to say that hasn’t been 
my experience! My baby is happy and healthy!” 

Teacher testimonials - 

“Not only does my room not have the dreaded lingering diaper smell, but the HALOs also provide a soft back-light 
and white noise that helps my children nap better!” 

“I didn’t know that you could literally smell clean air. I love to come into my classroom and just breathe better.”
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https://halo.erlab.com/
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Before installation of the 38 HALO systems, Erlab performed testing at all three 
Ark locations. The goal is to get an understanding of the pollution concentration 
present in each room and understand the overall health of the facilities, which also 
provides us the necessary data to provide a recommendation of how many units 
will be needed along with placement based on the collected results. The collected 
data seen in the chart below, represent the cumulative particles present in each lo-
cation ranging from 10 microns down to 0.3 microns, which pose the biggest risk 
to our overall health as due to their size are not adequately filtered by our bodies 
and by-pass our protective mucus membranes.

Approximately one week after the installation of 
the HALOs we duplicated the air samples taken 
pre-installation in order to obtain comparable 
data with the goal being a dramatic reduction 
of present particles. The results show a very 
successful installation with an average reduction 
exceedingly well over 80%.

All testing performed during pre and post instal-
lation was during occupied hours as to avoid 
false readings in a static condition.
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For more information, to schedule a virtual HALO demo, or speak to an Erlab  
air filtration safety expert:  1-800-964-4434    jcoiro@erlab.com   Contact us online

ERLAB, Inc.  388 Newburyport Turnpike, Rowley, MA 01969

mailto:%20jcoiro%40erlab.com?subject=
https://halo.erlab.com/contact-us/

